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IN THE COURTS.

. <
Important and interesting litigatior

occupied the attention of the courts
of the District of Columbia during th«
3 ear 1915. The grand jury indicted
1.020 persons, more than twice the
number charged with crime in the precedingyear, and more than twice the
number of convictions were secured in
the criminal courts. Chief Justice Covingtonalone passed sentence on 843
people.
The District Court of Appeals rendered194 decisions during the year.

A total of 208 cases were tiled in the
appellate court and 64 rases remained
undisposed of at the end of 1914. The
rourt will take over 78 appeals for
the new year. At least two of the decisionsmet with general approbation.
One was the finding that the "moveup"command of the street car crew
is not obligatory and that the "straphangers"have the right to retain the
positions in the cars desired by them
as long as they do not block the aisles.
The other decision was the upholding
of the eight-hour law for working
women.

Riggs Bank Case.
An action creating nation wide interestwas begun ir. the District SupremeCourt April 12. 1915. when the

Riargs National Bank brought suit for

an injunction against John Skelton
Williams, controller of the currency;

William G. McAdoo, Secretary of the
Treasury, and John Burke, treasurer
of th* I'nited States. The bank, regardedas one of the leading- financial
institutions of the city, charged the
controller with conducting a persecutionof the bank and its officers becauseof personal malice. Tt was also
: leged that Secretary McAdoo and
< uitroller Williams had "conspired" to
:.rass and damage the bank and to

prive it of government and other
"posits.
Special counsel were employed by the

Department of Justice to aici its corps
of lawyers, and the jurisdiction of the
court was questioned by the governmentofficials. The matter was argued
at some length last May before Justice
McCoy, who took under advisement the
right of the controller to assess the
bank $5,000 for failing to make certain
reports, when requested.
The longest civil proceeding ever

tried in the local courts was concluded
April 24, when a jury, after a trial of
five months, returned a verdict breakingthe will of Stilson Hutchins, millionairenewspaper publisher and extensiveowner of Washington real estate.The jury found the testator to
have been of unsound mind when he
signed the alleged will October 26, 1910.
An appeal is now pending in the appellatecourt.

McNabb-Xinney Suit,
The first large breach-of-promise suit

in the District of Columbia since the
famous Pollar^-Breckinridgfe case was
,in/l Tustipo Staffnrrl la«t Atiril

and resulted in a judgment for $30,000
in favor of Mrs. Ida M. WcNabb, a Milwaukeewidow, thirty-seven years old,
against John S. Kinney, described as a

Michigan mining millionaire, aged seventy-sevenyears. Mrs. McNabb sued
for $500,000. The defendant appealed
from the rhirty-thousand-doilar judgmentagainst him, and a decision is expectedfrom the appellate court early
in the new year.

Tn a year of big cases one of the most
important tried was that of Daniel
Sully, the so-called cotton king, against
John Hays Hammond, the famous miningengineer. Sully sued Hammond for
$1,500,000. The case occupied six weeks
of the Circuit Court's time during the
spring of the year and resulted In a

istrial. It will be retr.ed in Janu
y. The case grew out of Sully's
"arg^s that Hammond had entered

o a conspiracy to deprive him of
profits from the promotion of the

opean rights to certain American
entions.

Criminal Courts' Record.
year 1915 was a record-breaker

local criminal annals. The grand
ri-:; during the jear reported a to
1 of 1.020 indictments. Fifty cases

p. '\-:.-nted to the grand jurors during
the year were ignored. United Sta.tes
\ttorney Laskey has so far cleaned up
the business of his office during the
first year of his administration that
when persons are held for crime in tbe
Police Court on one day the grand jury
hears the testimony of witnesses the
next day or within the week.
In the two criminal courts during

1915 a total of 988 persons were convictedeither on their own pleas of
guilty or by verdict of a jury. In Division1, which is given over o
rriminal business exclusively. 843 con-
victions were recorded, while in CriminalDivision 1 in less than three
months 145 convictions were secured.
But 35 acquittals were reported during
the year. Sentences w ere suspended
n 192 cases and accused given anotherchance.
Twelve homicide cases were tried, but

the death penalty was not exacted once
in 1915. Joseph Hawkins, colored, came
the nearest to the scaffold. He was
convicted of first decree murder by the
iury lor kiling bis wife. Chief Justice
Covington because of certain facts not
developed at the trial granted a new

trial and on the accused pleading: guilt\to murder in the second degree committedhim to the penitentiary for life.
William Poland and Samuel Gowan
v.ere also given life terms for murder
in the second degree Other homicides
resulted in the following sentences
J-awrenee Robinson. thirty years;
Oorge W. Marshall, twenty-five years;
Charles Fowler, fifteen years; Andrew
Walls, nine years, and Isiah Carter, ten
curs. Frederick Williams died in ja'l

while awaiting sentence or. a charge of
manslaughter.

Joy Bidera and Deserters.
The criminal courts disposed of

sixty-three r.on-support cases and
forty-eeven charges of Joy' riding.
Fir.es of $33 each were imposed on

twenty-eight commission merchants
for an alleged agreement contrary to
the fcherman law »o regulate the price
of foodstuffs Two «'bin-men were

deported by order of th# chief justice
as a condition for suspending u sentenceof two years in the penitentiary
for having opium in their possession.
A white slaver was sent to the penitentiaryfor eight years.
William E. Ambrose, a member ol

the bar. who had been receiver for
tha defunct First Co-operative BuildingAssociation of Georgetown, v. as
convicted early in the yea of embezzlementin connection with t,hc fun Is
of the association. He was sentenced
to sarve ten years in the penitentiary
His rasa is now awaiting hearing in the
appellate court. Creed M. Fulton, also
« lawyer, was convicted of embezzling
funds of a client He was given a
sentence of three years, but has noted
an appeal. William B. Reilly, another
attorney, it now serving u term ol
thraa years for embezzlement, Indictmvntsare pending against two ox
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three other members of the bar for
alleged irregularities.

>|t of the 1,000 indictments returnedby the grand jury, the one
which attracted the most attention was
for alleged perjury. It grew out of

* an affidavit tiled at the hearing of the
Riggs bank suit against the Treasury
officials. The crime is alleged against
Charles C. Glover, president of the
hank; William J. Flather. a vice presi*dent, and Henry H. Flather, the former
cashier.

Resignation of I. D. Porter.
The resignation of Isaac D. Porter,

the first probation officer of the DistrictSupreme Court, was accepted dur,ing the year, and Amos A. Steele appointedto his place. There was also
a change in the office of the auditor of
the court. Louis A. Dent retired June
30 and was succeeded by Herbert L.
Davis.
Of the 192 persons placed in the care

of the probation officer during 1915
there are 178 males and fourteen females.Of this number 130 are white
and sixty-two colored. The oldest probationeris sixty years and the youngesta boy of fifteen years. Only nine
persons violated their parole and were
sent to prison. The largest number of
probationers are sixty-three recreant
husbands, who have failed to support
their wife or children. By offenses
twenty-two are for joy riding, twentytwofor housebreaking, thirteen for assault.eight for forgery, twelve for
larceny, seven for robbery, five for embezzlement.five for adultery, five for
depredation, four for Harrison act, one
for gambling, one for pandering, one
for bigamy and twenty-one for miscellaneousoffenses.
The value of property appraised in

the_ office of the register of wills in
1915 was $7,525,297.Seven hundred
wills were offered fbr nrobate. 991 ht>-
plications for letters of administration
or testamentary were received and 150
guardians were appointed. The court
signed 1.317 orders during the year arid
approved 1.142 bonds. A total of 254
appraisements were made, 1,125 letters
issued arid 2,628 exemplifications preparedby the office force, which also
covered 30.118 pages of typewriting in
recording the wills and other papers in
the office.

With the Recorder of Deeds.
An increase of 1,623 papers is shown

in 1915 over the business for the precedingyear in the office of the recorder !
of deeds. A total of 23,788 instruments
were received for record, distributed as
follows: Deeds, 7,589: trusts, 7.049; releases.6,290: chattel mortgages, 2,151;release of chattels, 19; bills of sale, 328: jdecreases. 13; leases, 174: agreements,!89: assignments, 29. and miscellaneous,57. The records by months shows: Jan- juary, 1.547; February. 1.675; March, 2,- j007; April. 2.111; May, 2,172; June. 2,-388; July, 2,229: August. 1,737; Septem- jher, 1.893; October, 2,126: November. 2
073. and December, 1,827.
Dan Cupid is proud of his record for!

1915. While equaling the number of
4,201 licenses issued in 1914, Col. W. A.
Kroll also had the .distinction of grant- }ing a license to President Wilson. In
no year in the history of the clerk's of-
flee has more "bliss permits" be^n is-
sued. An increase is also noted both
in the law and equity suits filed in
1915. A total of 1,140 suits at law were
commenced and 860 proceedings in
equity. «.ierk ../>hn K. i oung received191 applications for naturalization and
381 declarations of intention to be-
come citizens. Ninety-nine mechanics'
liens were recorded: bankruptcy
petitions filed and 130 district < ourt
cases, which include land condemnations,pure food libels and appeals by
Chinamen from orders of deportation.

JUVENILE COURT.
. j
More than L',100 cases, including juve-

nile and non-support, were called to the
attention of the Juvenile Court during
the past year. Although the exact
number of cases brought to the attentionof the court is not known, there
were approximately that number of
cases which were actually tried, or in
which some disposition was made withiout the formality of a trial,
Judge J. Wilmer Latimer, who was

'appointed to the bench of this court
in 1913, held office during the past
year. His term does not expire until
1919. The work of conducting the proMmT
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button system at th* court js under
the direction of Chief Probation Officer
B. Hammond <Iyrk. One new assistant
probation officer wan appointed to the
court during the pawl year.
The non-support cut"-* which came

before the court were prosecuted by
Assistant Corporatiop f'ounsrl <»us A.
Schuldt. -Mr. Schuldt is not solely a
(prosecutor, however, as every husband
who fail, to provide properly for his
wife or family Is not shipped off to
Qccoquan bv the court, hut is first
taken in hand by Mr Schuldt, who *>ndeavorsto "patch up" the marital
troubles in this connection Mr.
Schuldt has been quite successful dur
trig the past year.
The court, which went into the presicnt quarters at 203 1 street northwest,

in 1913. now Is well established in its
home.

> *
NECROLOGY.

All walks of life in Washington sufij fered during the year 1915 through
' loss by death. Noticeable among those
who died were many veteran employe*

DPREPA
of the government, who also were vet- j
erans of the civil war. J
Among those who died duriner the

year were: John M. Wright, William
H. La Toilette. Mrs. Vinnle Ream
Hoxic, Brig. «'»en. Walter T. Puggan,

Il\ S. A., retired; Dr. Charles W. Chan!eel lor. William H. Singleton, Capt.
Walter llallock. George W. Lange.
George K. Harbor, Baron Faulkner
Proctor. Brig. Gen. Andrew S. Burt.
James McDonald, Brig. Gen. Charles
H. Tompkins, I". -S. A., retired; John
A. Joyce, Maj. John H. Campbell, N.
G. D. C.t retired; Samuel A. Murdock,
Mrs. Rosa Cans, Capt. Joshua Davis,
Dr. J. Henry Brooks, Julia E. Pumpbrey.
Maj. Archibald McNaught, Dr. Daniel
McFarlan, John Jasper, Samuel Pusey,
Henry E. Strang. William B. Gurlcy,
William Hill, Mrs. Teresa Hollander,
Dr. Edward Duncan. Robert E. Smith.
Benjamin S. Piatt, James H. Tibbetts,
Robert A. Golden, Joseph Battell, WilliamSchwing. Maj. Gen. Charles N.
Hey wood. U. S. M. C.f retired: Michael
t n'Drioii i. Pavnp Mrs. Mary
C. Rice. Maj. Gen. Cyrus Bussey, Lieut.
Col. Edward Bryne, Michael I. Weller,
Mrs. Marie Schmidt. Charles H. Camphell,L. Irvine Nuber, Robert Henry
Harkness, Maj. Erasmus Lamar
Hawks, William D. Baldwin. Mrs.
Diongsia Auth, Melville Lindsay,
Frederick W. Behrens, Mrs. N. E. Clear,
William H. Walton, J. Orville Johnson,
Mrs. Ida Slater Doyle, Col. William R.
Crook. John A. Hamilton, Maj. John
W. Curran, John H. Kingsbury,
Rev. Charles W. Kelley. Mrs.
Melville Lindsay, J. J. Kelly,
Walter A. McFarland. Miss Olivia
Slater, James V. Tierney, Nellie M.
Mack, William J. Corrick, William F.
True, Miss Olivia Walter, Mrs. Lucy E.
Anderson, James B. Robinson, Charles
Francis Adams. Eliphalet F. Andrews,
Daniel Levy, William H. Groves, WilliamJ. Donovan, John Albee, FrederickW. Cunningham, Dr. Francis D.
Koonce. Capt. Horatio Nelson Jenkins,
Mrs. Miranda B. Tulloch, Wilfred LawsonHarries, Paymaster Walter E. Wil- j
son. U. S. N. retired. Daniel H. Curry,
John Quinn, Robert Farnliani Milller,
William A. Hutching, Mrs. Melville I>.
Church. Frank J. Eisinger, Prof, Charles
II. Plugge, Capt. John C. Delaney, ,
John J. Hurley, Martin Browne, Lieu*. 1
Commander Horace G. Macfarland, U.
S. N., retired: Simon Liebrant, Mrs.
Mary A. McGrath, H. E. Van Deman, ^
Mrs. Hanore Spaight. Charles F.
Benjamin. John D. Bartlett, John
Floyd King. Miss Mary Rosa Oyster, 1
Mrs. Sarah Strasburgcr. James J. Pur-
man. Brig. Gen. William H. Forwood, j
I*. S. A., retired; Rev. Francis M. L.
Dumont, Gen. W. W. Kirklard, Don. A. ]
Sanford, George C. Wedderburn, Abra-
ham D Prince, Dr. William T. £>. Du- (

vail, Mrs. Theodore Friebus, Henry A.
Linger, Hugh Hollis, Robert Trouland, <
Herman C. Hangen, Charles Mades,
Thomas A*. Smith, Ben A. Shreve, Rev. s

Timothy Brosnahan, Mrs. Nora Edgar, <

Edgar C. Walford, Maj. Albion Teb-
belts. W. Parker Herold, Judge Charles '

L. Roberts, Dr. Leon L. Friederich, i

James C. Courts, jr.: F. Henry Kueh- i
ling. Benedict O'Driscoll, Josiah Bel- i
lows. Mrs. Robert Craig, Mrs. Jemima 1
P. Ball, Mrs. Eliza O. Siebert, Capt. 1
Charles Lowell. Mrs. Matilda Coxe ^

aieven^on, james ri.

Alexander B. Hagner, Henry E. Kraft, #

Rev. James W. Wightman, James P. <

Tolma*n, Prof. Allan B. Say, John A.
McKelvy, Alexander Savoy, Mrs. Rose
A. Ruissell. Mrs. Anne E. Livingston,
Rear Admiral Stephen Rand, U. S. N..
retired; Dr. Oliver D. Darrell, Mrs. i;
Charles Newbold, Mrs. Matilda G. Sax- C
ton. Dr. J. A. Holmes, Dr. Harris H. f
Freeze. Julius Sommerfield, George W. j,
Toland, Abraham Hart. Hezekiali
Weeks. R. Ross Perry. David Cranmer, "

John Hanger, Mrs. Lepoldine Facius. *

Mrs. Abbie A. Emery. Inspector Rob- f
ert H. Boardman. Dr. Charles A. c
Crampton, Miss Elizabeth Brown, W. I. ^
Southerland. William A. Croffut, WilliariJ. Boardman, .Mrs. Sarah E. Pull- p
man. Col. G. B. Brackett, Hanson E. n

Weaver, Mrs. Agnes Emery, Rear Ad- t
miral J. M. Forsythe, I*. S. N. re- jj
tired: George W. Kern, Mrs. Virginia -l}
J. Bulkley, Joshua J. Cooksey, Mrs.
Isabella C. Peelle. Rev. John D. Bloodgood,Dionysius Ball, Edward W. An- ®

derson, John A. Swindells. Richard A. t
McLean. Col. Charles A. Boynton, E
Mrs. Henrietta Marks, Frederick i'
Patzscbke, Edward Bruce Moore, Wil- h
Ham H. Shoemaker, Dr. John W. F. t
Willams, Benjamin F. Butler, Theodore o
T. Moore Maj. Joseph M. Brown, Mrs. a

Louise K. Payson, William Ryan, Al- P
bert E. Rupp, Patrick J. Brick. Dr. n

Samuel Stewart Mart, i>r. wamcc w

Kv;ins. Maj. Charles T. Voder. Capt. J. -A
.1 Knapp, I*. S. N.: Col. John Francis t
Gaynor. Capt. Owen S. Willey, John t
Piidgeon, Thomas M. Shepherd, Rev. a

John A. Conway, William Kearney "V
('arr, Miss Emma U. Graves, John N. c

Barry. Joseph C. MoAlister, William I'. E
Stedman. James K. hawes, Charles W. o

Tolson. Maj. E. M. Clarke, Herbert A. u

Metcalf, Willard I). Doremus. Leonard s

F. Bradshaw, I>r. George W. Boynton, c

Thomas Conway, Mrs. Ada Boiling:, Ed- a

win S. Marlow, John T. Webster, John s

Mannery, P. S. N., retired; John t.
Ft. Gisburne, John Bonifant, Mrs. Alary ^
>. Clements, Lester 15. Piatt, Patrick V. G
Dolan. Wirt de V.vier Tassin, Brig. *
Gen. George Sternberg, I". S. A., re-
tired; Henry Strauss, Frederick A. e

Kampfe, Turner A. Wickersham, Rob- T
er! Estes. Rev. James Noonan, Isaac *
H. Benedict. Arthur J. Parsons, Alrg. n

Alary T. M. Thompson, Brie. Gen. Wal- *

ter Howe. Benjamin S. Graves, Otto '

Carl Gsantncr, Dr. Edward L Greene.
Charles T. Martin, George Duval, Dr.
Charles C. Stone, Dr. John Dunnigan,
Peter J. Duffy. Maj. Harry J. Pettus,
r>r. Thomas W. Burke, Michael Shugrue.William J. Dillon. John A. Goodrich.Dr. Charles A. Fox, D. C. Smith,
Mrs. Harriett A. Trunnell, John B.
Buckley, Mrs. Julia Carter Lee, ChristopherColumbus Murphy, Senor Juoaquin BernardoCalvo, John it Sturgia, Lester. C.
V'elrich, David E. Buckingham, Harry R.
Benson. John D. Langhorne. N. Carroll
Downs, Peter He>drick, Maj. (George
Cleveland Wooley, Dr. Thomas Miller,
Patrick Brannan, Edward II. Thomas,
William H. Mowbray, Melvln P. Imlay,
Rev. Joseph M. Haun, Rev. Frank
hVwall, William J. Acker, Marshall
Blair Cushman. Be v. John Spensley,
Ellis Dalrymple. Frederick B. AlcGuire,
ex-.Senator Francis M. Cockrell, George
Al. Oyster, sr.

Died in Other Cities.
Among those Washingtonians who

died in other cities, or who died in
other places and were brought here for
burial, including officers of the army
and navy buried at Arlington, were the
following:
Rear Admiral Ifowison, Peter Camp-

bell, Mrs. Thomas Martin, Mrs. Anna
W. Smith-Clarke, Benjamin A. Smith, i
T. Harry Raney, Commodore William 4

Braunersreuthcr, Jesse D. Browne, *

Robert Marbur;-, Thomas Hamilton, A. t
H. Johnson. Benjamin B Ferguson, ,
William B Hurley, Robert C. Rathbonc, ,

Elbert <'. Johnson, Mrs. AI. I.. Bishort, e
.Miss Eudora Ernack, Dr. Louis At. t
Babendreier, Maj. Hen. J. P. Story, \
Brig. Gen Charles Shaler. George W. j
Ash ton, Mrs. Effie Lefflngwell. Dr. Ernest t
p. Magruder, Dr. James B. Chesley.
Maj. W. 1'. Pence, John S. Shriver. f
Bosatniuel W. Gillis, Hugh Caperton, j>
Mrs. Kmma A. Hutchinson, Thomas H. a
Hanbury, Capt. G. II. Logan. Sister 2
Mary I'ia, Donald E. Gensler, Maj. W. c
N. Chamberlain. Walter F. Schmidt, r
Walter S Prat I, Frederick Benjamin, c
Maj. R S l«acey, Mrs. Bessie M. Aspin- r,
wall. Col. Jer«: Williams, Maj Philip e
S Brown, 1>! Joseph A. Thompson, e
Miss Frances drover, Brig. Gen. L. W.
Cooke, c S. A., retired: Col. Andrew t
Jl. Russell, John W. Mitehell. Clifford f
G. Gardner. Capt. A. P. Fast man. Rich- 1
aid D. Mohun, Miss Cora W. Gregory, t
Dr. It. H. Woodward, Rev. J. L. Kerby, r
Mrs. Mural Halstead, Richard liardle, c
Dr. Charles H. Beach, Mrs. i^. D. x

Sturgis, Rear Admiral John McGowan, t
William A. De Caindry, Mrs. Nannie 1
p. Carr, Frank L. Victory, Mrs. C. L. c
Brownell, Rear Admiral Hugh Mc- l
Cormick, t". S. X, retired: Dr. W. D. t
Nuramore, t'ol. J. 11. White, EUery C.
Benson, Samuel T Davis, jr.: Capt. *
William F. Kndress, Leonard Bradley, t
Mrs. Medora Riggs, Col. Frank A. Ed- «
wards. S. A., retired; Dana White, v

Mrs. Alice j:. B. Paret, Elmer E. I
Troxell. Mrs. Robert J. Wynne, Mrs. r
Alice. S. Shepard, J. Not. si MeGill. v
Brother Thomas Mooney, Mrs. Annie F. t
Cahoon, Mrs. Elizabeth B. Thomason, c
Dr. J. B. Gregg Cuatia, Michael Denoit, J
M. C. Mitchell. Lawrence G. Boggi And c
Frof. Samuel D. Hedges. t

BEDNESi
YEAR IN THE

TBEASUBY.
The pan-American conference, hel<

May 24-29, in "Washington, under th<

auspices of the Treasury Department
was followed by the appointment bj
the Secretary of the Treasury 01

American groups of international committees.onefor each nation representedin the conference.and th<

American section of the joint internationalhigh commission of uniformitj
of laws. To carry out the plea o1

the conference for the establishment o?

transportation facilities Secretary Mc«
Adoo devised an administration bill foi
the creation of a merchant marine
Expenditures of the government steadilyoutstripped receipts throughout th<

year, resulting in a much depleted
working balance In the general func
of the Treasury; the condition of th<
Treasury made imperative 'the continuanceof special revenue laws now

in force, and other revenue-ralslnj
means to meet usual expenditures anc

the probability of a tremendously increasedexpenditure of federal fundi
to meet the administration program 01

preparedness. George E. Downey, ther
controller of the Treasury, was appointedto the bench of the Court ol

Claims; W W. Warwick succeeded
him. and Charles M. Force was mad«
Assistant controller. .John Skelton Williams.controller of the currency, be
e:an a national campaign against
charges by national banks of interest
in excess of legal rates.
The revenue cutter service and th«

life-saving service, amalgamated as th<
coast guard, completed the scheme ol
reorganization. A list of beneflciariet
of the fund for the relief of Americar
citizens in Europe who have failed
to reimburse the Treasury was mad«
public. The Harrison anti-narcoti«
law*, regulating and restricting the use
Df narcotics, went into effect undei
the direction of the bureau of internal
revenue. Contracts were let for th
construction of the proposed building
for the Department of the Interior
md the central heating and power
>lant. The public health service announcedthe cause and cure for pelagra,continued its rat-extermination
plague campaign in New Orleans and
slsewhere, absorbed the quarantine stationat Boston, and issued a warning
>f the prospect of invasion of disease
from Europe during and especially
After the end of the war. The suit
>f the Riggs National Bank of Washingtonagainst the Secretary of the
Treasury, the controller of the cur-encj-and the treasurer of the United
States, charging conspiracy to injure
ta business, was aeciaea a^amsi m«

sank in the Supreme Court of the Dis:rictof Columbia; the question involvedin the disposal of money withheldfrom the bank, alleged as a fine
is still under consideration of the
?ourt.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.
The Department of Justice won an

mportant decision in tie Supreme
!ourt of the United States, in the enorcementof anti-trust laws, defeatinga plan to circumvent the requirehentsof the commodities clause; the
uling forbade the D., L. &. W. R. R.
rom transporting coal mined or purhasedby it and purporting to have
een sold to a supposititious coal comanyunder contract. Thirty-one commissionmerchants of the District of
Columbia, indicted under anti-trust
aws. pleaded guilty of a combination
n restraint of trade. The case against
he former directors of the N. Y., N. H.
c H. R. R., charged with monopoly of
he transportation facilities of New
England, was heard in the court. I)urngthe latter part of the year the
ureau of investigation was taxed with
he task of running down violations
f neutrality and alleged alien spies
nd conspirators who were under susicionof plotting destruction of ainlunitionfactories and other activities
f similar international importance,
miong activities receiving such invesIgationwere the false passport cases,
he attempt of Werner Horn to detroythe international bridge at
ranceboro, Me., the cases of British
onsular officers enlisting men for the
tritish army, the case of the officials
f the Hamburg-American line, who
Lttered raise mannesta i«r neuiruK

hips sailing from American ports to
oal and provision German warships,
nd the widespread conspiracy to detroymunitions plants disclosed with
iie arrest of a number of men in New
,'ork city and elsewhere. Attorney
leneral Gregory advanced a plan for
he manufacturing by convicts in fedralpenitentiaries of supplies intenddfor government consumption,
'hrough the awards of the Presiilenialcommission, title was acquired to
lost of the smaller holdings of proprtyin the proposed extension of
'nion station plaza.
POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT.
The growth of the parcel post, notwithstandingthe falling off in other

classes of the mail, was the .most
lOtable feature of the year's record of
he Post Office Department, the latest
:ount at fifty leading cities showing
he handling of 30,939,730 parcels, aggregating41,815,452 pounds and proiucingpostage receipts amounting to

1.S56.CC2.S2, indicating that the service
s now probably handling a billion parcelsannually.
Another surprise was the showing ol
he postal savings system, notwithstandingthe depressing effects of the
European war in other fields, the total
lumber of depositors reaching 525,414,
tnd the deposits $05,684,708, a gain of
30,903 depositors, or 35.2 per cent, and
»f $22,240,437 in deposits, or 51.2 per
lent.
The first actual test of the use of
(overnment-owned automobiles was

made during the year and was so successfulthat the department contemplatesa wider use of this means of
nanming1 tne mans, especially m uic

combination of what is konwn as the
screen wagon, collection and delivery
tervlces.
The rural delivery service was improvedby the elimination of what the

lepartment terms the duplication of
ravel and unnecessary retracing of the
rural carriers' routes so that more
han 53.000,000 of the appropriation renalnedunexpended at the close of the
rear, although the service itself was
ixtended to more than 2,000,000 patrons
ind new service was provided where
lecessary. Much was accomplished, it
s claimed, by the authorization of the
ise of motor vehicles on rural routes.
Effective September 1, new insurance
eatures were provided.one a rate of
cents, where the Indemnity did not
mount to more than $5 and another of
5 cents where the indemnity did not exeed1100, these in addition to theexisting
ates of 5 cents for indemnity nor exeeding$25 and 10 cents for indemnity
lot exceeding $50. Parcel post service
xchange with Argentina was arranged,
ffective October 15.
The department was put to a severe
est by reason of the war in arranging
or foreign mail service, yet up to as
ate as November frequent mail service
o the various European countries was
naintained. mail for the belligerent
ountries being so routed as to pre'entthe passage of mail for one
hrough another. During the year
2,103.384 pounds of mail were dtstatchedto foreign countries, yet only
,595 pounds of it were lost, and that
hrough the sinking of the Lusitania.
During the year the following changes
vere made in the official personnel of
he department: Otto Praeger made
lecond assistant postmaster general,
rice Joseph Stewart, transferred to the
department of Justice; William 1. Denting,chief clerk of the department,
ice Merritt O. Chance, made postmut>erat Washington; John C. Koons, made
thief post office inspector, vice Joe P.
fohnston, made general superintendent
>f the railway mail service, and GoodviaP. Ellsworth, made superintendent

S MAIN E
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of salaries and allowance division, vie
John C. Koons. made chief inspectoi1 Other changes include the appointmen

: April 1, of Charles R. Hodges, superintendent of postmasters' appointmenti
William S. Ryan, July .1, superintend
ent of city delivery: JL. V. B. Marschallf superintendent division of supplies, Oc

. tober 7; Alfred B. Foster, superintend

.
ent of equipment, and Michael K. Camp

, bell, chief clerk of equipment, both th
- same date: T. C. Sullivan, chairmaboard of inspection, July 1: Frederic
r Austin. May 10, chief clerk, division o
» postmasters' accounts: J. King Picket'
chief clerk, fourth assistant postmaste[ general, October 7, and Roscoe C. Knojchief clerk, first assistant postmastegeneral.
Intimately affecting the interests othe citizens of Washington, the mos

notable change in the postal servici WHS th«flnnnlntm«nt nf

[ as postmaster to succeed Otto Praege)
I who was called to the department.

AGRICULTURE.
r To carry on the work of the Depart
r ment of Agriculture for the past yea
I Congress appropriated for various ex

J penses practically thirty and one-hal
f million dollars.
i The most serious event of the yea

in the animal industry work was ai
I outbreak of foot and mouth diseas«
which, after months of work, wa
brought under control, and with tlx
close of the year eradication appeared
to be accomplished. Sheep scab an<

u cattle tick also required much work
t Eleven and a quarter million inspec

tions of cattle for ticks were made.
> The work of the bureau of plant in
J dustry was concerned chiefly with th
C problems of crop production and croi
' utilization and the occasional appear
i ance of new destructive diseases or th
I unexpected development of other agri

cultural emergencies, which require*
5 an investigational staff. The citru
canker during the past year produce*
an emergency of unusual gravity ii
Florida and other gulf states, when

! there were also cotton diseases fought
r The gipsy moth spread into fifty Neti
England towns during the year, wher

' it was combatted by the bureau of en
tomology.
Soil surveys were completed or be

gun in nearly J 00 areas located ii
thirty-two states, and nearly twenty
six million acres were mapped by th«
bureau of soils during the fiscal year
Reconnoissance surveys were carrie*
on in two states, and a total area o
6,503.040 acres were mapped.
The research work of the bureau o

chemistry, which heretofore was con
fined largely to problems arising ii
connection with law enforcement o
the food and drugs and other regula
torv acts, was extended to includ*
work designed to prevent spoilage an*
waste and to Increase production.
During the year the office of market

and rural organization issued nine
teen publications treating of subject
falling within its province, and muci
preliminary work vaf\ done in estab
lishing ne wprojects of the office.
The public roads and rural engineer

ing division divided its activities be
tween road investigations, irrigatior
drainage and farm architectural work
During the year 1,049 samples of roai
materials were examined to deterfnin
tlieir suitahilitv for road-buildinsr T>ur
poses.
The work of the biological surve;

was conducted along four principa
lines: Investigations on the fooi
habits of North American birds am
mammals in relation to agriculture
biological investigations with specia
reference to the geographic distribu
tion of native animals and plants
supervision of the national bird am
mammal reservations and the preser
ration, of native wild game, and th<
enforcement of the Lacey act and ad
ministration of the federal migrator:
bird law.
Nearly 130,000 .voluntary crop reportersand special correspondents ool

lected statistical information for th<
bureau of crop estimates. Tnadditioi
there were 150 paid employes in tin
service.
The publication work of the depart

ment aggregated $8,898,859 pieces o

printed matter, during the fiscal year

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR.

Finding manless jobs for jobless mer

constituted one of the most importanl
works of the Department of Labor, .anc
to handle the great mass of applicationsfor jobs and applications 'foi
help the department established a federalemployment bureau. Tt is co-op
er&ting with state and municipal bureausin obtaining persons to fill vacantjobs. During the harvesting pe-
riod it kept the great force of worker*

j moving gradually northward in th«
grain fields of the west.
The bureau of immigration instituted

its signal service, designed to keep the
| immigration inspectors informed of atjtempts to smuggle undesirable aliens
across the United states boundaries
Two fast motor boats have been conjstructedand no,v.* are in use on the Pa1ciflc coast, searching out the smugjgling parties. They are equipped with
{wireless and other signal apparatus tc
transmit inforination to land.
There was a noticeable decrease in

immigration during the year, due to 11 ie
war. Quite a large number of labor
disputes were handled by the department'sconciliators and amicably adjustedbefore the strike period was
reached. F. If. learned was transferred
to the immigration service at Kills Islandand he was succeeded as assistant
commissioner general of immigrationby Alfred Hampton.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE.
The year l'Jlo is conceded among diplomaticobservers to have witnessed

the most important activities in the
history of the State Department. li
resulted in a greater volume of importantdiplomatic correspondence.because
of the war in Europe than any precedingdecade since the foundation of the
government.
The United States as the greatest ol

neutrals in the war has been in almost
j continuous correspondence with the
European belligerents in its efforts tc
maintain the rights of Americans
while at the same time preserving the
neutrality of this government in all oi
Its dealings with the warring nations.
State Department correspondence naturallydivides itself into two principal

classes: That carried on between tli
department and the German and Austrianforeign offices over the submarine
question, involving the safety of Americanlife on the high seas, and that carriedon with the British foreign offlc«
over American property rights on the
high seas and American trade with
neutral nations.
Besides these, more weighty exchangesthere has been a volume oi

other correspondence with all of the
belligerent and neutral nations over
various questions affecting Americans
as an outgrowth of the herculean contestin Kurope.
Coming within the sphere of the

western hemisphere, the most importantaction of the State Department
was that taken in recognizing the de
facto Mexican government of Gen. Carranza.Another State Department undertakingof the year now closing was

the negotiation of a financial treaty
with Haiti. The Senate's action on

that convention will be taken after the
dawn of the new year.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE.
Heavy burdenB were placed on the

Department of Commerce during the
year just closed, the two most importantof which were those of helping
business men of the United States
wedge their way into foreign trade,
and the enforcement of the seaman'slaw. Many investigations of
foreign trade conditions were mads
and officials throughout the year
preached the trade extension propa*
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=" granda throughout the country. The

ship registry act also was passed and
the department handled the business
of transferring ships to the American

ri flag.
Much attention was attracted to the

:e steamboat inspection service as a re[suit of the capsizing of the steamer
* Eastland at her dock in Chicago witli
a heavy loss of life. Inquiries and in
vestigations followed and. as a result
of flaws found in the service, recom,raendations were presented to Congress
for needed changes. A special naval
board ia sought to examine the plans
of construction of all ships of 100 tons
or more, and another special board, it

k was pointed out, is needed to make in,fvestigations of steamer disasters.
Navigation inspectors were appointed

,! during the year to count the pa«sen.gers who go on steam vessels and to
,! make other inspections, thus relieving

the customs collectors who formerly
,f did the work. The bureau of corporaittions was divorced from the departement and merged with the new federal
e trade commission. A number of new

r# ships were purchased by the department.Changes in personnel included
the resignation of O. H. Tittmann, and
Frank W. Perkins, as superintendent
and assistant superintendent, respect-ively. of the coast and geodetic surrvey; the appointment of Dr. E. I^ester
Jones, deputy commissioner of fisheries,
to succeed Dr. Tittmann. and the promortion of R. L. Farts to succeed Mr. Perkins;the promotion of Dr. H. F. Moore

r to be assistant commissioner of fishneries. and the appoiutment of Clifford
>, Hastings as chief of the appointment
s division of the department.
d INTERIOR DEPARTMENT.
d

Scientific explorations for the purpose
of relieving industries of the country
whose supply of raw materials had
been cut off by the war featured the

p work of the Interior Department.
Dr. Walter Rittman of the bureau of

e mines dedicated to the people a process
j for obtaining 200 per cent more ga sopsline than heretofore out of crude petro3leum, and also a process for the maniipfacture of benzol and toluol, used in the

manufacture of synthetic dyes and
i* petroleum, from heavy liquid hydroecarbons.

The new Alaskan railway was begun
during the year, and the Arrowrock
Dam. Idaho, the largest in the world.
was completed two years ahead of time

" for more than a million dollars less
than the estimated cost.

: Changes in the personnel during the
- year were many, and included the resignationof A. C. Miller, assistant sec.retary. to become a member of the fed_eral reserve board. He was succeeded

by Stephen T. Mather. James I. Parker,
chief clfrk of tho lUnartmpnt poci«rn

\ and was succeeded by E. J. Ayers. Dr.
Joseph A. Holmes, director of the bu?reau of mines from its foundation, died,
and was succeeded by Van H. Manning:,
assistant director. Robert T. Frazier,
first assistant commissioner of patents,
died, and was succeeded by James T.

r* Newton, until his promotion second assistantcommissioner. Robert Whitehead,a law examiner, succeeded Mr.
Newton. Robert Marshall, chief geog~
rapher of the geological survey, was
promoted to be chief landscape engineerof national parks, succeeding

j Mark Daniels, who resigned.
NAVY DEPARTMENT.

To provide for the part which the
j navy must play in the great problem of
i\ national defense, Secretary Daniels,
J with the counsel of the general board
j and the approval of President Wilson.

has sent to Congress a program
; evolved during the current year, in3volving continuous warship building

over a period of five years.
This would include the construction

v during that period of sixteen capital
, ships, ten of them battleships and the
remaining half dozen battle cruisers,
not to mention a large number of

s smaller craft, including scouts, de^stroyers and submarines of the coast
& defense and seagoing type.

Dike the War College division of the
army staff, the naval general board

f went further than the Secretary of the
Navy and advocated a building prograinduring the next ten years, which
would make the American navy the
equal of any in the world not later

5 than 1925. As in the military program.
so in the naval. Congress must striker the medium and assume responsibility1 before the nation for the naval policy
finally determined.

WAR DEPARTMENT.
The formulation of military policies

calculated to raise tlie T'nited States
from a nation comparatively without
means of defense to one of the great

> military powers of the world has overishadowed all other activities at the War
Department during the year just closed.
Chief of these policies is that evolved

by Secretary Garrison, and now before
Congress for action with President Wilson'sapproval. The Garrison phui calls
for an increase in the regular army to
141,000. rank and rile, a continental
army of reserves of 4uo.ouo more drawn
from all civilians all over the country
and the strengthening of the organized
militia, so that there would be ready to
spring to Hie country's call an army
all told of between 6u0,000 and 700,000
trained men, if necessary.
More ambitious is the program advocatedby the war college division of the

army general staff. That plan calls for
a standing army of 258,300, a reserve
of 070,000 regulars, besides a continental
army of ouO.000 to be raised in the same
manner as Mr. Garrison's continental
troops of lesser numbers.
These and many other propositions

for the strengthening of the military
defenses of the country are now before
Congress, upon whom the responsibility
rests in providing, or failing to provide,

» for the safety of the United States
against foreign aggression.

FIRE DEPARTMENT.
. «.

Chief Wagner recalls that the year
I 1913 was a prosperous year with the
: tire department. There was nothing

like the number of disastrous fires that
were recorded the previous year, fewer
firemen were seriously hurt, and none
was killed in line of duty. One memberof the department. Private J. F.
Hock of No. 27 engine company, died
and Private E. J. Byrne of No. 11 en

gine company committed suicide.
During the year the department obtainedtwo new tractors that were attachedto trucks 1 and 7, converting

the horse-drawn vehicles into horse.less ones. A motor pumping engine
and combination chemical engine and
hose wagon also were obtained, and in
a fen- weeks No. 26 engine company,
located near Connecticut avenue and
Macomb street, will be equipped with
them.

Pensions Are Urged.
Chief Wagner took up the pension

question with the Commissioners in a
report.
The first month- of the year the departmentresponded to 116 alarms,

twenty-three of them being false.
'Losses during the month aggregated
$25,667, and not one fire necessitated
the sounding of a second alarm. Membersof the department who -were
burned or otherwise injured in line
of duty were .Lieut. E. G. Decker, L M.
Carroll, It. J. Boyd, A. E. Lightfoot, J.
L. Wernheim, R. L. Brooks, George
I'oerner and W. A. Action.
Fire losses the second month of the

year aggregated $73,106, two fires
necessitating the sounding of second
alarms. Only one of the 116 alarms re1reived during the month was false.
Capt. Peter Martin of No. 2 truck companysustained severe injuries at a
fire. Other members of the departmentmentwho sustained injuries were
Edward Martin, L. L. Woolard, WilliamNally, Thomas H. Green, J. B.
Welsmlller, B. F. Dove, A. J. Drum-

F DEPAR1
Government A
Been Devoted t

i-Uo, Wo
wui ui uic T? a

Preparedness 1

mond. V». F. Sullivan, J. E. Suit and «

J. A. Fought
During the month of March *J33

alarms were received by the depart- 4

ment, eight of them being false. Fire
Marshal Nicholson estimated the damageat 164.33?. Second alarms were
sounded in three instances. The departmentresponded to four alarms for
fires outside the District. Eight membersof No. 3 truck company were in

}Jured as a result of a collision between
the company's vehicle and a taxicab.
They were ("apt. W. A. Dixon, Driver C.
E. Gibson. Assistant Driver F. E. Frere
and Privates \V. T. Coulter, J. W. Hur!die. J. B. Deavelle, W. A. Smith and
Clarence KufTner. j
The fourth month of the year 199

alarms claimed the attention of the de-
partnmnt. and only two were false, the
total amount of damage being estimatedat $61,390. in seven instances
the loss amounted to more than fl.ooo.
and in one Instance the sounding of a
second alarm was necessary. Two
deaths from fire occurred, the victims.
James Fitshugh and Annie Minor, both
colored, being burned to death as a re

suit of the overturning of an automobilein which they were riding. Friivates B. A. Spohn and Karl K. "Weston
were the only members of the departmentinjured at fires.
Three false alarms of fire were sent

in during the month of May, and sixty-sevenalarms for actual fires were
received. Dosses totaled only *9.389, of
which sum $3,701 damage was done at
three fires. Drivers Antbonj* Ma lone 0
and H.'L. Xeumayer and Private J. E. ^
Suit were Injured in lino of duty, hut +

of fl-AC
.' jc

Fire Losses Further Reduced.
A further reduction in Are losses was ^

shown in the sixth month of the year, Ij
the aggregate amount of damage done j
by fifty-three fires being ?6.670. Eight- t
een false alarms proved annoying to *

the department. Thomas M. Robinson,
superintendent of machinery, sustained q
a severe injury to his left hand while *

working on a motor engine. Other (
members of the department who sun- t

tained injur'es were Lieut. James Mow- ,
att. E. F. Sliugru and Private G. E. ]
Dant. f
The discharge of fireworks caused one *

fire during the month of July, although *

there was a safe and sane Fourth cole- a
brated. Sixty fires claimed the atten- t
tion of the department during the t
month, and seven unnecessary runs tweremade as a result of violations of I
the regulation which imposes a pen- .»
alty for sending in false alarms. Losses £
amounted to J6.983. Casualties during
the month included injuries to AssistantEngineer W. H. Melchoir and Pri-
vates L. M. Carroll and S. T. Porter.
The fire losses hi August fell to c

$5,715, resulting from fifty-four con-ir
flagratfons. There were nine false t
alarms sent in during tlie month, and
only In the one instance did it be-
coine necessary to sound a second
alarm. That was on the occasion of a
fire in E. B. Adams' store, on Pennsylvaniaavenue. Firemen rescued four
persons from a burning building at
1523 llth street the right of August 12.
Casualties during the month included
three persons not members of the de-
pertinent burned or injured.j
Burning of a telephone pole was thdjunusual happening in September, duringwhich month sixty-live fires did

damage estimated at S22.5ft7. and on
two occasions it was deemed necessary v

to send in second alarms. Four false

I alarms were sounded. Suspicious lires
on the grounds at Washington barracks -N
were investigated, but no incendiary,11
was arrested. Assistant Driver iJ. M. z

Posey and Privates A. .1 Diamond.' JCharlesBray. F. I.. Dronenberg and 1
H. ! *. Boss sustained injuries or burns. -N

1
Injuries to Firemen.s<

g
Three trash wagons were destroyedjc

by fire during the month of October, ii
Eighty-five fires claimed the attention M

of the department, and only one false |
alarm was sent in. Damage estimated
at $18,963 resulted from the lires. Dep- *,

uty Chief Andrew J. Sullivan was one'
of several members of the department
who sustained injuries. The others'
were Capt. J. ff. Virnsteir.. Lieut. 11. B.
Barker and Privates Angelo Schneider.
L M. Carroll. \V. 11. Strauss and J. 1*. j
Sullivan. Marion L. Newman, colored,
whs burned to death.
Fires during the month of November; l1

did damage estimated at $38,994, and t
four persons were burned to death.' a
The tire oil the property of the Wash-1
ington Jockey Club, at Penning, was'*
the most disastrous conflagration of c

the month, causing a property loss of; a

$23,409, burning to death thirteen h
_! 1:
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Chief of the Fire Department. P»

a
horse.* and killing three men. Those in
who lost their lives were Hoy Duncan, cc
Louden Williams and John Smith, sta- st
blemen. in
Alarms sounded during November

numbered 148, ten of them being false, pe
Mrs. Ariuria Spottswood was burned to fe
.death, and Tdeut. B. W. Weaver and co
'private H. W. Swann sustained inju- yi
ries. 1
Members of Fire Marshal Nicholson's b*

force were kept busy the last month ce
of the year inspecting mercantile
houses and other establishments in the fir
fire-prevention work, and his force also pi
reported that two persons arrested for be
sending in false alarms of fire were 1
sentenced to jail for a year. Not many nc
fires occurred during the month, and on
the t'Te losses did not aggregate much fa
more than Slii.OVO. The only person burned is
to death was Mrs. Charlotta Colahussj, th
sixty-six years old, whose dress caught ch
fire while she was preparing dinner at mi
Iter home, 208 Arthur plaos. by

mm
activities Have
:o Keeping U. S.
r and Mapping
Campaign.
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CONVENTIONS. |
* <
Tho convention season in Washing
on extends from January to December
ach year. Spring, summer, autumn,
rinter are all the same as far as contentionsin thfc National Capital are
toncerned. and it is safe to soy that no
»ther city in the United States enteraineas many such gatherings of as
ride variety in the course of a year
m does "Washington. The 19 J 6 ©on

entionseason hero began January S.
rhen the National Child Labor Com
nittee met for a four-dav session,
"rom then on the succession of con'entionsmms continuous. Ths PopuarGovernment league opened its unlualsession January 4. as did the Soietyof Constructors of Federal Buildngs.January 5 the Women's NotorialDemocratic League opened a
hree-day convention.
The American Electric Railway Associationheld its annual convention be
rinning January 29, President Wilson
peaking at the session of the followhgday.
The U.nited States Chamber of Com
nerce opened Its convention February
. On the same day the National ReailLiquor T>ealers" Association met. The
onvention of the International Associaionof Master House Painters and Dcciratorsopened February 9.
The National Council of Boy Scout.*
f America met February 11, and the
'nited States Naval Militia AssociaionFebruary 17. Delegates to the
onvention of the National Association
if Civil Service Employes opened theii
nnual convention March 3. and the
lasters, Males and Pilots' Association
ipened a three-day session March 16
"he Daughters of the American Revoutionopened their congress April 19.
he Children of the American Revoiuionmeeting at the same time.
The annual meeting of the American

I cademy of Sciences began April is.
"he American Federation of Arts openedits annual convention here May 12
Jne of the important conventions of
he year was that of the state and prc-inciilboards of health of North
America, which opened its sessions May
4. The pan-American financial conereneebegan May "4. Secretary Rcdleldspoke at the opening session of
lie national conierence on weignis aco
nea.sures May 25. The Oyster Growers
ind Dealers' Association met in convenionhere June 14. The convention of
he Association of Military Surgeons met
September IS, and the Association of
lluminating Engineers of the United
States opened a three-dav convention
iepteniber 20.

6. A. B. Encampment.
The event of greatest national interestand significance was the encampnentof the G. A. R. which opened Sepember27 and continued during tbe
reek.
The National Association of Preai
tentk! Post masters opened its convenionhere October 21. iffistaot Post
nastcr Roper speaking. The InternafaonalAssociation of Dairy and KfUc
inspectors held its convention Octobe
-30. At the meeting of the "Woman's

lection of the Navy League November
5-10 plans for national defense were
UscuHHed and a program of preparedtesswas advocated. The National
'oiiiinorcia 1 Gas Association met in
Vashington November 29 for the disunionof matters of interest to tkcrnelves.The American Institute
uchiteets met December 1-4. The hi*:
rational Rivers and Harbors Congress
net December S, several allied organ:
a lions holding their conventions at
he same time. The American. Societ>
or the .Study of Alcohol and oth^
r&reotics opened its meeting December
5. The chief scientific event was the
econd Pan-American Scientific Conresswhich met December 27. and the
invention" year ended with the meetingof tlie American Civic Association
nd the American Societv of Interna

ionalLaw, both of which' met Decern
cr 2S.

+

ALEXANDRIA

Considerable progr<*B« was made by I
Uexandrin during the year 1915. Many 1
e\v streets were laid, sewer vork com

rieteti and road building in the couriesadjoining Alexandria.Alexandria
nd Fairfax.was unparalleled. The new

saessnient recently completed for th:ityshowed the assessed valuation of
,11 real estate to he $0,916,726. This
s an increase of nearly a million dolarsover the assessment made five
ears ago. or an average increase pe:
ear of approximately $200,000. This,
icwever, takes in the recently an
exed territory.
Alexandria's annexation suit also w.,«s

tecided in its fa vox- by the appeals
ourt during: the year, giving it
ig increase in territory
The city council is completing- Its
rork of making appropriations of about _
50.000 for permanent improvement^®
ti this territory.
Alexandria's school population is in
reasing yearly. The report of the
^hool census enumerators made during
he year showed that there are 4,3C"
hildren of school age in the city.
The long-talked-of $50,000 hospital
or the city is now an assured fact.
The middle of December Edward J-.
aingcrfleld, pres'dent of the Citizens"
ational Hank, donated to the trustees
r the hospital his handsome home and
>t at the corner of Washington and
>uke streets, as a site for the hospital
Alexandria also secured a park of
sveral acres known as George WashigtonPark during the year. This i*
le yh Jirlrin's first mirk later it Ik
[armed to improve the tract.
The big Barcroft dam oT the Alexanria"Water Company, which has a caicityof 600,000,000 gallons, and which
>st nearly *200,000, was completed
Liring the year.
The Wafar Land Company acquire,i
ie south end of the old Braddock
ouse, and is converting it into apartents.The historic old Carlyle house,
no acquired by tlie same concern, Is
ins restored by that company.
The Anne Lee Memorial Home fo>
ie Aged was acquired during: the year.
The Chesapeake and Potomac TeletoneCompany purchased from George
French the latter's handsome home.

15 North Alfred street, and next Jul.*
oposes remodeling- the building into
telephone exchange Work of erect

gSt. Joseph's Catholic Church, for
flored people, Columbus and Wythe
reets, a large brick structure, ts now
progress.

Alexandria opened its first trade
riod for out-of-town merchants, and 4
It so encouraged that the chamber of
mmerce decided to repeat it next
ar.
Its big Sunday school parade ir> Octor.with 3,000 in line, was a big sucss.
rhe city was free from any seriou*
e» during the year Aitcheson's
aning mill fire. October '7, probably
ing the most disastrous b.rize.
[n November representatives of a
irthern syndicate acquired options
about 4.000 actes of land in T'airxcounty, south of here, which it
expected will he greatly improved

ia year. Wholesale and retail merantsreport a good year and the
ajority express satisfaction Over the
sipessdone,

*


